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issues that we will address as a com-
mittee in order to have a long-term, 
positive solution for the U.S. citizens 
of Puerto Rico and what they need. 

f 

CONGRESS NEEDS TO BEGIN WORK 
ON GUN SAFETY 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 
many of us will be going home to our 
districts, facing constituents who will 
be asking the question: Why? 

It really is painful when fellow Amer-
icans lose their lives. It is painful as we 
watch our soldiers go off into battle, 
and many of them do not come home in 
any other way but as a fallen soldier. 

This past week, Americans, who were 
not in battle but were enjoying the life 
and the liberty of this Nation, fell by a 
murderous actor. I think we will have 
to go home and comfort our constitu-
ents, and we will also tell them what 
we are going to do. 

I don’t know why we have to climb 
this high mountain of understanding 
that laws can make a difference; not 
end all violence, but make a difference: 
legislation that says that guns have to 
be locked to save the lives of children; 
gun legislation that deals with banning 
armor-piercing bullets that would 
harm and injure our first responders; 
and then to get rid of the kits that this 
murderous individual utilized to make 
a semiautomatic an automatic. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask this Congress, to-
gether, to begin to do work on gun 
safety that will save American lives. I 
go home to my district to meet with 
my constituents, and I am going to tell 
them that I am going to do something 
that makes sense for the American 
people. 

f 

UNDERSTANDING WHAT LATE- 
TERM ABORTION IS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Vir-
ginia (Mr. GARRETT) is recognized for 
60 minutes as the designee of the ma-
jority leader. 

Mr. GARRETT. Mr. Speaker, earlier 
this week, the Chamber took up H.R. 
36, a bill dealing with pain-capable un-
born children; and a bill that, in its re-
sult, would cause the United States to 
join the vast bulk of nations in the 
world wherein the termination of lives 
of children who are not only capable of 
feeling pain, but under what we under-
stand to be the best science may, in 
fact, feel more pain because of the den-
sity of the nerve tissue, as they are in 
this roughly fifth month of develop-
ment. 

I guess four times in the brief time 
that I have been in this building, we 
have seen the Chamber erupt into ap-
plause, oftentimes over partisan-per-
ceived victories. 

The first time the Chamber erupted 
into applause is when my colleagues 

across the aisle were giddy with joy 
when a bill that would have ensured 
that the Department of Defense didn’t 
spend money to perform transgender 
procedures on soldiers, sailors, airmen, 
and marines failed in the form of an 
amendment. Another had to do with 
healthcare. Another had to do with the 
return of Majority Whip STEVE SCA-
LISE. That was indeed a bipartisan 
eruption in applause. 

Then there was an eruption from this 
side of the Chamber when H.R. 36 
passed, as there was a recognition that 
late-term abortion is barbaric and 
counter to the ideas put forth to the 
world when, in the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, it was written that we hold 
certain truths to be self-evident, and 
among those was life. 

Too many people have failed to grasp 
the nature of what late-term abortion 
is, yet to grapple with the problem will 
require to understand what exactly 
that problem is. 

So to look at the other six nations in 
the world that allow the termination of 
life after 5 months, we see nations like 
Vietnam, North Korea, China, and the 
United States. 

Then to listen to the doctors who 
have performed these procedures de-
scribe in what was literally excru-
ciating detail how the procedure is per-
formed, that an instrument is inserted 
into the uterus, and probing is done 
until something is found, and the in-
strument is latched on, and then there 
is pulling, and out comes an arm or a 
leg or a piece of a head or a torso. 
Then, in fact, that unborn child, who 
science tells us can feel pain, dies by 
virtue of bleeding to death inside its 
very host. That is the nature of these 
procedures. 

Estimates tell us that if the United 
States joined the fast bulk of the na-
tions on the planet in outlawing late- 
term abortions, somewhere between 
14,000 and 20,000 children every year 
wouldn’t experience an unspeakable de-
mise of literally being ripped from 
their host limb by limb and bleeding to 
death, all whilst, in the best estimates 
of scientists, feeling the pain of that 
death. 

To put that in terms of Virginia’s 
Fifth District, that is the population of 
Cumberland County twice every year, 
roughly. 

So there was applause from the Mem-
bers who saw that the United States 
would join the ranks of the civilized 
nations in the world who put appro-
priate value on life, Mr. Speaker, and 
disappointment from some on the other 
side of the aisle, other than a few brave 
individuals to be distinguished by de-
parting from the herd and recognizing 
the value and sanctity of life thereto, 
and immediate news stories about how 
H.R. 36 was dead on arrival in the 
United States Senate. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my sincere hope 
that the American people will not let 
that be the case. 

I often speak of the history of the 
Fifth District of Virginia that gave us 

great Americans like Booker T. Wash-
ington and Barbara Johns, Thomas Jef-
ferson, John Marshall, James Madison, 
James Monroe, and Patrick Henry. 

As I thought about how to best ad-
dress the need for action in the other 
Chamber, Mr. Speaker, I determined 
that there were no better words than 
those delivered by Patrick Henry from 
Virginia, slightly amended, on March 
23, 1775, in St. John’s Cathedral as he 
addressed the second Virginia Assem-
bly in Richmond, Virginia. 

So with all credit to the author, 
whom I paraphrase, I would read: Mr. 
Speaker, no man thinks more highly 
than I do of the patriotism and abili-
ties of the very worthy people who 
have served and do serve in this Sen-
ate. 

b 1215 
But different people often see the 

same subject in different lights; and, 
therefore, I hope it will not be a 
thought disrespectful to those Senators 
if entertaining, as I do, opinions of a 
character very opposite of many of 
theirs, I shall speak forth of my senti-
ments freely and without reserve. This 
is no time for ceremony. 

The question before the Senate is one 
of an awful consequence to this coun-
try. For my part, I consider it nothing 
less than a question of life or death, 
and in proportion to the magnitude of 
the subject, ought to be the freedom of 
debate. It is only in this way that we 
can hope to arrive at truth and fulfill 
the great responsibility which we hold 
to our creator and country. 

Should I keep back my opinions at 
such times through a fear of giving of-
fense or political loss? I should con-
sider myself guilty of treason and of 
cowardice, an act of disloyalty towards 
the majesty of our creator, who I re-
vere above all earthly kings. 

Mr. Speaker, it is natural to man to 
indulge in the illusions of hope. We are 
apt to shut our eyes against painful 
truth and listen to the song of the siren 
until she transforms us into beasts. Is 
this the role of wise people engaged in 
a great and arduous struggle for life? 
Are we disposed to be of the number of 
those who, having eyes, see not, and 
having ears, hear not the things which 
so nearly concern their temporal salva-
tion? 

For my part, whatever anguish of 
spirit it may cost, I am willing to know 
the whole truth, to know the worst, 
and to provide for it. I have but one 
lamp by which my feet are guided, and 
that is the lamp of experience, of his-
tory. I have no way of judging the fu-
ture but by the past. 

In judging the past, I wish to know 
for what has been the conduct of the 
abortion industry for the last 44 years 
to justify those hopes with which gen-
tlemen are pleased to solace them-
selves. 

The Senate, is that insidious smile 
which our petition has been received 
lately? Trust it not, sir. It will prove a 
snare at your feet. Suffer not your-
selves to be betrayed with the promise 
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of later action. Ask yourselves how 
this gracious reception of our petition 
comports with these nearly 60 million 
lives lost in this country alone, which 
cover our waters and darken our lands. 
Is taking an unborn life a work of love 
and reconciliation? Is subjecting to 
pain a 5-month-old child as no other 
nation save six on the Earth allowed to 
happen? Let us not deceive ourselves. 
These are the implements of death and 
destruction. 

I ask what means this perpetual 
delay of voting? What is its purpose? 
What is the force of inaction? Can gen-
tlemen assign another possible motive 
for it than to ensure that it never oc-
curs? 

Destruction? No, sir, destruction. 
They are set to send and perpetuate 
this loss of life, and have so long sup-
ported this loss of life, and now an op-
portunity presents itself to vote, and 
what do we have to oppose inaction? 
Mr. Speaker, we have our voices. Shall 
we try again and again? Shall we bring 
this bill back next year? We have been 
trying that for 40 years. Have we any-
thing new to offer upon the subject? 
Nothing. 

We have held this subject in every 
light of which it is capable. It has all 
been, to this date, in vain. Shall we re-
sort to entreaty and supplication? 
What terms shall we find that have not 
already been exhausted? Let us not, I 
beseech you, Mr. Speaker, deceive our-
selves. 

We have done everything that we 
could do to avert this death that has 
claimed nearly 60 million lives and 14 
to 20 million unborn lives after the age 
of 5 months in utero every single year. 
We have petitioned, we have remon-
strated, we have supplicated, we have 
prostrated ourselves and have implored 
its inner position to arrest the tyran-
nical hands of the abortion industry 
and its champions in Washington, and 
our petitions have been slighted. Our 
remonstrations produce additional 
death and insult. Our supplications 
have been disregarded, and we have 
been spurned with contempt from the 
floor of the Chamber of the opposing 
body. In vain these things we may in-
dulge the fond hope of life and justice. 

If we support life, if we mean to pre-
serve and violate this fundamental 
right for which we have been so long 
arguing, if we mean not basely to aban-
don this noble struggle which we have 
been so long engaged in, in which we 
have pledged ourselves to never aban-
don until the glorious object of our 
contest shall be obtained, we must 
hope the American people demand the 
Senate hold a vote. We must hope the 
American people demand the Senate 
hold a vote. 

An appeal to democracy and to the 
Lord of hosts is all that is left to us. 
Suffer not yourselves to be betrayed 
with a promise of later action. Ask 
yourselves how this gracious reception 
of our petition comports with the near-
ly 60 million lives ended. 

We can be heard in numbers across 
the fruited plain. A vote should be held 

for or against life. Let us have it. Let 
us have it. In this vein, sir, to extenu-
ate the matter, gentlemen may cry: 
Later; later; next year. But there is no 
later. The killing has continued for 
over 40 years. The next gale that 
sweeps to the North will bring to our 
ears cries of the yet born. The House 
has voted. Why is the Senate idle? 
What is it that they wish? What would 
they have? Is political victory so dear 
or a title so sweet as to be purchased at 
the price of human life? Forbid it, Al-
mighty God. 

Mr. Speaker, I know not what course 
others may take, but as for me, my 
hope is that there is a vote. My hope is 
that we stand for life. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania (at the 
request of Mr. MCCARTHY) for October 4 
after 8 p.m. and for the balance of the 
week on account of personal reasons. 

Ms. ROSEN (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today on account of work 
in district relating to tragic shooting 
in Las Vegas. 

f 

SENATE ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

The Speaker announced his signature 
to enrolled bills of the Senate of the 
following titles: 

S. 178. An act to prevent elder abuse and 
exploitation and improve the justice sys-
tem’s response to victims in elder abuse and 
exploitation cases. 

S. 652. A act to amend the Public Health 
Service Act to reauthorize a program for 
early detection, diagnosis, and treatment re-
garding deaf and hard-of-hearing newborns, 
infants, and young children. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. GARRETT. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 12 o’clock and 23 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, Fri-
day, October 6, 2017, at 10:30 a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

2774. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule — Importation of Fresh Persimmons 
From New Zealand Into the United States 
[Docket No.: APHIS-2015-0052] (RIN: 0579- 
AE26) received October 4, 2017, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture. 

2775. A letter from the Under Secretary, 
Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics, De-
partment of Defense, transmitting a deter-

mination that a negotiated comprehensive 
subcontracting plan did not meet the sub-
contracting goals negotiated in their prior 
fiscal year, pursuant to 15 U.S.C. 637 note; 
Public Law 114-92, Sec. 872(d)(2); (129 Stat. 
939); to the Committee on Armed Services. 

2776. A letter from the Under Secretary, 
Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics, De-
partment of Defense, transmitting notifica-
tion that in FY 2017 and FY 2018, the Depart-
ment proposed no military construction 
projects under the Sec. 2803(c)(1) of the De-
fense Laboratory Modernization Pilot Pro-
gram; to the Committee on Armed Services. 

2777. A letter from the Chairman, Board of 
Governors of the Federal Reserve System, 
transmitting the Board’s report on the 
Availability of Credit to Small Businesses, 
September 2017, pursuant to 12 U.S.C. 
252(a)(1); Public Law 104-208, Sec. 2227(a)(1); 
(110 Stat. 3009-417); to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services. 

2778. A letter from the Assistant General 
Counsel, Pension Benefit Guaranty Corpora-
tion, transmitting the Corporation’s final 
rule — Allocation of Assets in Single-Em-
ployer Plans; Benefits Payable in Termi-
nated Single-Employer Plans; Interest As-
sumptions for Valuing and Paying Benefits 
received October 4, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Education 
and the Workforce. 

2779. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting a six- 
month periodic report on the national emer-
gency with respect to significant malicious 
cyber-enabled activities that was declared in 
Executive Order 13694 of April 1, 2015, pursu-
ant to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c); Public Law 94-412, 
Sec. 401(c); (90 Stat. 1257) and 50 U.S.C. 
1703(c); Public Law 95-223, Sec 204(c); (91 Stat. 
1627); to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

2780. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting a six- 
month periodic report on the national emer-
gency with respect to Sudan that was de-
clared in Executive Order 13067 of November 
3, 1997, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c); Public 
Law 94-412, Sec. 401(c); (90 Stat. 1257) and 50 
U.S.C. 1703(c); Public Law 95-223, Sec 204(c); 
(91 Stat. 1627); to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

2781. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting a six- 
month periodic report on the national emer-
gency with respect to South Sudan that was 
declared in Executive Order 13664 of April 3, 
2014, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c); Public 
Law 94-412, Sec. 401(c); (90 Stat. 1257) and 50 
U.S.C. 1703(c); Public Law 95-223, Sec 204(c); 
(91 Stat. 1627); to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

2782. A letter from the Director, Inter-
national Cooperation, Office of the Under 
Secretary, Acquisition, Technology and Lo-
gistics, Department of Defense, transmitting 
the Department’s intent to sign the Memo-
randum of Understanding Among the Depart-
ment of Defence of Australia, and the Min-
istry of Defence of the Kingdom of Denmark 
and the Department of Defense of the United 
States of America, Transmittal No. 01-17, 
pursuant to Sec. 27(f) of the Arms Export 
Act, and Executive Order 13637; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

2783. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Secretary, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting the annual 
report entitled ‘‘Report of U.S. Persons Ex-
propriation Claims and Certain Other Com-
mercial and Investment Disputes’’, dated Oc-
tober 2017, pursuant to Sec. 527(f) of the For-
eign Relations Authorization Act, Fiscal 
Years 1994 and 1995, Public Law 103-236 dated 
October 2017; to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

2784. A letter from the Director, Defense 
Security Cooperation Agency, Department of 
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